New drive to raise primary test scores


Henleaze school, Bristol, had the best 2002 test results 

England's primary schools are being urged to redouble their efforts to improve children's achievements in national tests. 
The Education Secretary, Charles Clarke, says the results youngsters achieve at the age of 11 are the biggest predictor of how well they will do three and five years later in tests and in their GCSE exams. 

	ENGLISH TEST RESULTS

	2000: 75%

2001: 75%

2002: 75%
Target

2004: 85%


Primary school test results have stalled after initially dramatic improvements following the introduction of daily lessons to boost reading, writing and arithmetic. 

Last year 75% of 11 year olds were supposed to have reached the expected standards in maths and 80% in English. 

	MATHS TEST RESULTS

	2000: 72%

2001: 71%

2002: 73%
Target

2004: 85%


The government missed its maths target by 2% while the proportion reaching the English standard has stayed at 75% since the year 2000. 

New targets are for 85% to reach the standard in both maths and English by 2004. 

At a conference of head teachers in London, Mr Clarke outlined measures to get primary school performances going again. 

They include booster classes to be held during the Easter holidays, ahead of this year's tests in May. 

Variations 

The government has reinforced the literacy and numeracy strategies in a new drive, involving taking the best of what works in some schools and trying to apply the lessons elsewhere - across the curriculum. 

Mr Clarke praised teachers for their hard work so far - but said more could be done. 

This was not "test and target mania" but a real concern to see more children in a better position to benefit from their secondary schooling, he said. 

Improvements in literacy and numeracy should not be at the expense of "breadth, balance, richness and creativity", he said. 

"Good primary schools do it all". 

